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was a Vaisya Rajput. Pulakesi II. was his only great
rival in Maharashtra. Harsha, a great patron of learning
and religion, equally honoured Siva, Buddha and the
Sun. In Qudh, Buddhism was still supreme. The state
of P*ayag (Allahabad) had little Buddhism. He found
Buddhism declining in Avanti. He was sorry at the
ruin of Kapflavastu. Brahminism was well established
at Benares and other towns. Vaisali was in ruins and
her convents deserted In Magadha, 50 monasteries had
only 10,000 monks. Besides, there were many Hindu tem-
ples. Pataliputra had fallen from her former glories. Its
ruins extended over 14 miles. Next he visited Buddha-
Gay a from where he was invited to Nalanda near Gaya,
now Bargao* The residential university was maintained
by Siladitya. 10,000 Buddhist pupils of 18 Buddhist
sects studied there religion, logic, philosophy, physics,
mathematics, literature and medicine. The pupils
resided in four-storeyed buildings. There were 100
lecture halls ; besides, Professors1 rooms in the middle.
It was located in a garden. Silabhadra, the most dis-
tinguished scholar of the times, was the Principal and
Professor, This learned professor, born of a Brahmin
Raj-family of Vikrampur, East-Bengal, was honoured of
all for his profound learning, versatile genius, pure
conduct and experience. Yuan Chwang was given a
hearty reception at Nalanda. Here he became the pupil
of Silabhadra for 5 years and studied Panini's grammar,
Tripiiaka and all the Brahminic Sciences. From Nalanda,
he went to Bengal, Deccan and Central India. Assam
under Brahmin Bhaskara Varman, had no Buddhism.